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Multi-site Sitecore solution - challenges 

• Same application pool for all sites

• Item settings configuration on a site level and global level 

• Sitecore modules or custom module to be configured per each site

• Code maintainability and dependency throughout the solution

• No multi-tenant out of the box

• Maintainability of index configurations for each site
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Same application pool for all sites

• It is possible to add multiple IIS pointing to the same Sitecore solution, but this is 
NOT recommended : inconsistent memory cache, possible issues with log files 
and other unknown sides effect 

• Sitecore recommends instead of having each IIS site pointing to the same 
installation folder, to duplicate the installation folder for each IIS site: requires 
that you have a runtime license for each site.

https://sdn.sitecore.net/Articles/Administration/Configuring%20Multiple%20Sites/Multiple%20IIS%20Sites.aspx

https://sdn.sitecore.net/Articles/Administration/Configuring Multiple Sites/Multiple IIS Sites.aspx
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Item settings configuration on a site level and global level 

• Define a global settings folder for all 
configuration settings that are common 
across all the sites

• Define for each site its own configuration 
settings folder for the settings that you 
can configured per site 
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Sitecore modules or custom module to be configured per each site

• Configure Sitecore modules per each site

• Make sure that the customs modules are using the context site settings : robots, 
sitemap.xml, error pages, redirect module ... 
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Code maintainability and dependency throughout the solution

• Helix : http://helix.sitecore.net/principles/architecture-principles/

• Group specific sites functionalities in modules for better maintainability, readability or 
structure

http://helix.sitecore.net/principles/architecture-principles/
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No multi-tenant out of the box

Users roles requirements:

 site 1 : admins, approvers, editors – access only to site 1

 site 2 : admins, approvers, editors – access only to site 2

 site 3 : admins, approvers, editors – access only to site 3

 ….

 site n : admins, approvers, editors – access only to site n
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Multi-tenant roles

Roles Create Read Write Rename Approve Publish Delete Move Archive A/B Personalization Member of built-in Roles

Site Editor
Author, Designer,  Sitecore Marketer Form 
Author

Site Approver Author

Site Admin All Sitecore roles
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Maintainability of index configurations for each site

• 2 indexes for each site one for 
master database and one for 
web database 
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Maintainability of index configurations for each site

• 2 indexes for each site one for 
master database and one for 
web database 

My project :

30 sites => 60 config files for indexes





Simplified index configurations

Solution : 

• Group all index search configurations, computed fields in one 
config : Sitecore.ContentSearch.Solr.Index.Search.config and use 
parameters for variables 

• Use a separate config to define add all the indexes: 
Sitecore.ContentSearch.Solr.Index.XConfiguration.config where 
each parameter has the site specific value 



Sitecore.ContentSearch.Solr.Index.Search.config



Sitecore.ContentSearch.Solr.Index.XConfiguration.config



The result:



The result:

30 sites => 60 config files for indexes 30 sites => 4 config files for indexes



Few more things that I learned 

• Be prepared to scale: servers, code, Sitecore items architecture 

• Have a check list: a  new site can be added anytime

• Keep specific site functionalities isolated: code, items, 
configurations




